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Painter Randall Hedden
introduces musician series to
benefit charity Sy By Echo Surina

hen Randall Hedden was in preschool, his teacher asked him what he

wanted to be when he grew up, and he answered with a portrait of him-

self. Today, somewhere in a pile of his childhood mementos is a draw-

ing of a bearded man with an easel, a testament to an innate, intuitive
sense of purpose some people feel from day one.

On a Thursday evening in Scottsdale’s art district, sounds of jazz waft from the
entrance of HEDDENART GALLERY Figurative Fine Art. Inside, the front room is
full of patrons listening to a musician who is also a painter with work on display
in the background. The gallery owner, a smiling bearded man, introduces himself
as Randall Hedden.

He is what you might call—self actualized. Sure, his journey from wannabe artist
to actual artist hasn't been two dots connected directly by a straight line. At 21,
he sold pastel portraits at a mall, a side gig to his “real” job as an insurance sales-
man. When a customer learned his career wasn’t in art, she told him he had missed
his calling. One sentence changed his life. Two weeks later he quit his stable day
job and has been painting about 12 hours a day ever since. “All an artist needs is
someone to believe in him,” says Hedden.

After five years of dreaming and planning, Hedden finally opened the doors
to his business last December. Just as his calling to paint seems predestined, so
does the timely availability of the building on Main Street. His friend noticed a
sign advertising space for lease and called with a tip-off. That afternoon Hedden
visited the gallery for the first time and wrote a check on the spot, beating a line
of others interested in the prime location.

Above: Painter Randall Hedden, owner of
HEDDENART GALLERY Figurative Fine Art
in Scottsdale. Photo courtesy of John Ormond.

Right: “Her Time,” an oil painting by Dan Beck.




Below: “Andre” is an original oil by Randall Hedden, the first
painting in his series called Valley Fusion of Art & Music.

Right: “Cabernet and Coffee” by Shawn Zents.
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The eclectic gallery specializes in figura-
tive art, representing 25 local, national and
international artists and displaying about 70
paintings at one time. Its welcoming ambi-
ance has been said to emita European pulse.
Inspired by long rows of seating throughout
the Louvre in Paris, here leather benches
invite patrons to sit and stay, enjoying art
as long as they'd like, and often customers
are offered complimentary wine while vis-
iting. Not even a year old, the venue has
regulars already.

A group of people stand in front of
“Cabernet and Coffee,” an oil painting
by Shawn Zents of Simi Valley, Calif. They
hypothesize what the female subject is think-
ing, a common reaction to this particular
piece. Next to it hangs Hedden’s first and
only painting in a new series called Valley
Fusion of Art & Music, which promotes the
local music scene. His last painting is always
his favorite, so this will remain his top prefer-
ence until he completes the next one.

“I'm trying to blend music and art,” says
Hedden. “Many artists are also musicians,
and many musicians are also artists. We're
here for the artists.”

Each piece in the collection will feature
a Valley musician, and a portion of each
sale will benefit a charity chosen by them.
He will retain originals, but sell about 25
giclees of each piece, signed by both the
musician and him.

Hedden paints with oils and acrylics,
dabbles with clay sculpture and has com-
pleted more than 1,000 murals. Carrying
a sketch pad most places, he doodles new
ideas when inspiration hits. His career, tal-
ent, hobby and livelihood all bleed into one
raw effort, one passion.

“The word ‘try’ is the worst word in the
dictionary. It means you'll take a stab at it,
but you're probably not going to do it. Life’s
too short to just try,” says Hedden. “When
you do things, things happen. When you try
things, it rarely happens.” -

www.artistsatlarge.com
www.heddenartgallery.com



